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What to Expect

• Polls and Chat

• Spruce Budworm

• Planting & Protection – Tricks of the Trade

• Creating space for trees & reducing fire risk

• Tools and resources

• Open discussion and Q and A
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Poll

▪ What have you done on your property in the last year. Check all that apply.

– Walk or check the property lines

– Check the fencing around your trees

– Plant and fence trees

– Build a trail

– Help a neighbor with tree planting or care

– Answer questions about trees

▪ If something you have done is not on the list, type a response in the chat 
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M. McCormack

Spruce Budworm

▪ On-going

▪ Endemic/Native

▪ Outbreaks

▪ Lasting 5 - 10 yrs.

▪ Cyclical 25-40 yrs.



5
© 2020 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.

1912-1919

Graham and Orr: 

20 million cords 

of dead balsam fir

(Kooch, St. Louis, 

Lake, and Cook)

1950-1964; 

1967-1969

Ongoing white spruce 

mortality

1978

1988 1998 2008 2018
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North Nova Forestry

Thin to create space for new trees

▪ Too thick to walk 
through: > 800 stems per 
acre

▪ Remove ½ or more of the 
trees

▪ Retain trees with healthy 
live crowns
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For the following, check all that apply

I have seen spruce budworm affected trees on my property

I am concerned about spruce budworm on my property

I am working to reduce fire risk from dead balsam on my property

I do not have a problem with spruce budworm

I do not have balsam fir trees (balsam and spruce are hosts for 

spruce budworm, balsam fir is the preferred host)

Comment in the chat.

Poll
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Recording progress

• GPS and mapping software to map trees and planting areas.

• Use paper clips on the fencing to show height from year to year.

• Take pictures.

Fencing 

• Cut 4 out of a 50’ roll rather than 5.

• Leave fence in place until trees are about 15 to 18 feet tall.

• Mark trees with orange flagging when planting so they can be found in 

the winter, Mark fenced and trees with green flagging to note special 

attention needed.

Planting & Protection:  Tricks of the Trade
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• What tricks have you learned to more efficiently plant and 

protect trees?

Type in Chat
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• Future North Shore may have more balsam fir

• Thinning, and removal of balsam fir will likely be needed

• Create planting sites

• Openings in the grass, brush or trees large enough to allow newly 

planted trees to get sun and to reduce root completion

• Natural Regeneration

• Create sites to capture seed

• Expose bare mineral soil in small areas

Space for trees/Reducing fire risk
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Tools for creating planting space: Forestry mowers
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Walk behind brush cutter
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Professional grade brush saws
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What tools do you use? Check all that apply
Hand tools only

Chain saw

Professional grade bush cutter

Walk behind brush cutter

Forestry mower

I do not use tools

Please use chat to tell us more about what you have used 

and your experience.

Poll
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POLL

What obstacles have you encountered when planting, 

protecting or caring for you woodland. Check all that apply.

Lack of time

Lack of experience with the tools

Do not know what tools to use

Do not know where to find contractors

Physcial limitations

Financial limitations

Other  Please use chat to let us know.
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Budworm

• Management of spruce budworm on 

private land 

https://z.umn.edu/jwidenbudworm

• https://z.umn.edu/budworm

Contractors and Nursery List

• https://z.umn.edu/treeplantingworkers

Resources

https://z.umn.edu/jwidenbudworm
https://z.umn.edu/budworm
https://z.umn.edu/treeplantingworkers
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Contact me

Mike Reichenbach

University of Minnesota Extension

reich027@umn.edu

218-340-4244

mailto:reich027@umn.edu
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Open for Q and A


